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Good morning everyone 
 
Things are improving quite rapidly in Guernsey and it does 
look as though WI members will be able to get together very 
soon, albeit in a quite different way to our previous 
gatherings.  Many of our meeting places are not yet accepting 
groups back as several have pre-schools and nurseries that 
take place in the premises. 
 
Several WIs have been extremely inventive in finding ways 
to communicate with members, particularly in the use of 
Zoom and social media.  Pam Gerrard, our island treasurer, 
and I had our first experience of Zoom last week in a 
conference with NFWI hosted by Lynne Stubbings.  It is 
certainly being considered as a useful tool for the future to 
enable all federations to participate and save money.  Lynne 
sends her thanks to every WI across the country for keeping 
the organisation running and supporting the members at this 
time. 
 
If your usual meeting place is closed, please consider various 
ways that you could get together.  Sausmarez are to meet in 
a member's garden in June and St Saviour's has planned a 
beach clean followed by fish and chips (on the beach) in July.  
On Saturday, the Board of Trustees planned to meet in the 
treasurer's garden.  Unfortunately, the weather was against us 
and we had to go indoors, but it was good to get together 
rather than doing the business via email. 
 
Should you decide to meet in a garden, on the beach or have 
a gentle walk somewhere, please adhere strictly to the 
government guidelines.   August outings can still be 
considered, and the regulations are likely to have been 
relaxed still further.   

 
Until then, please remember 

• No more than 30 people can gather for a social 
event 

• Names and contact numbers must be taken down 
for quick contact if the need should arise 

• Keep 1 metre apart from each other 
• Members should bring their own refreshments 
• Do not share pens, utensils etc 
• Use hand sanitizer and of course.....wash your 

hands! 
 
If you decide not to have a meeting just yet, small groups 
could go out for coffee together as cafes and beach kiosks are 
now open.  I'm quite sure that many of you are already doing 
this, but some of our members may still feel rather cautious 
about venturing out too soon, which is quite understandable. 
 
You may have seen in the newsletter that an exhibition of 
work created during the lockdown will take place, so keep 
crafting.  If you take photos, write poetry or keep a journal, 
all these can be used in a WI Guernsey journal to document 
2020 for future generations who will learn about it in history 
lessons! 
 
Meanwhile, keep checking on MyWI for recipes, crafts and 
news from NFWI and other federations.  Denman is offering 
talks and short classes via Zoom which look interesting, too.  
Hopefully, it will not be too long before we can return to 
relative normality.   
 
A bétao, Linda 
 

As Guernsey enters Phase Five on Saturday 20 
June, WI Activities can recommence.  Well done 
everyone.   

#GuernseyTogther 

NEWS FROM NATIONAL  
HOW HAS THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 

IMPACTED YOU? 
 

The NFWI has launched a new survey to understand 
WI members’ experience of lockdown, and the 
impact of Covid-19 on local communities.  Your 
responses will help inform campaigning activities 
and help the NFWI call for any changes that might 
benefit women and their communities during these 
difficult times.  The survey should only take 10-12 
minutes to complete and is completely confidential.  
The survey can be found here:   
 https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9P9HYS6  
 
UPDATE ON THE NFWI ANNUAL MEETING 2021 
 
NFWI is pleased to announce it has secured a venue 
for its 2021 Annual Meeting which will be held at 
the Royal Albert Hall on Monday 19 April 2021. 
2021 will also be the Royal Albert Hall’s 150th 
Anniversary year.  The Public Affairs department is 
currently working out how the resolutions process 
will be impacted by the cancellation this year.  
 
The Board of Trustees feel it would be fair to allow 
those delegates who had been selected to attend 
the 2020 AGM which was cancelled should have the 
first opportunity to attend in 2021.  Delegates will 
be contacted directly in due course.   
 



 
RESOLUTIONS 2019 /20 

As the NFWI Annual Meeting was cancelled due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the two resolutions due to 
be discussed were not able to be debated or voted 
on by delegates.   The NFWI Board of Trustees has 
decided that in these exceptional circumstances, 
the results of the shortlist selection process will be 
used as a proxy for the Annual Meeting vote.  The 
resolutions receiving the most votes were: 
 
A call to increase potential stem cell donor 
registration (38,280 votes) and End modern slavery 
(35,395)  
 

LOCAL NEWS 
 

LADY DENMAN CUP COMPETITION 
The deadline for submissions to Federation offices 
for entries has been extended to 18 September 
2020 due to Covid-19. 
 
“WHAT I HEARD ON THE BUS……”. Using no more 
than 500 words, WI members are invited to submit 
a piece of writing, either comical, serious, fact or 
fiction, based on a conversation they have 
overheard, or imagined they have heard, on the 
bus.  
 
Entrants must submit four copies of their entry, 
typed if possible, on A4 paper to the Federation 
Secretary.   More details can be obtained on myWI 
or from Jenny Cottell. jenny.cottell@icloud.com  
Tel: 256693 
 

POST COVID-19 CRAFT EXHIBITION/SALE 
The Board of Trustees will announce further details 
in the near future.   

 
WI DIARY 

National have confirmed orders for diaries will be 
extended to the end of 2020 as production has been 
delayed.  This year the diary will be £4.50 each and 
will have a royal blue cover which is entirely 
recyclable.  Orders to be returned to Maureen 
McDonald, Cede Nullis, Rocquettes Lane, St Peter 
Port, GY1 1XT (email  mm_gsy@hotmail.com / tel. 
726233) with cheques payable to GIFWI. 
 
 

THINGS TO DO 
 
If your institute cannot restart its meetings due to 
restrictions at venues or members have concerns 
over social distancing, you could try holdings a 
virtual meeting.   

 
The Board of Trustees have 
received details of a virtual 
talk from the Guides Dogs for 
the Blind in the UK.  It is 
estimated that there are 
around 5,000 visually 
impaired people living in the 
Channel Islands.  If you would 
like more details, please send 
an email to: 
speakers@guidedogs.org.uk  
 

 
There are also a number of on-line courses and 
virtual talks which can be found on MyWI or being 
offered by Denman College, along with things to 
make, bake and create.  Check out details on 
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/  or 
https://www.denman.org.uk/whats-on/ 
 

 
 
Something to make you smile: 
 

“WITH APOLOGIES TO WILLIAM BLAKE” 
And did our feet, pre Covid times 

Walk upon England’s mountains green? 
And were our children out at play 

In England’s pleasant pastures seen? 
 

Nd did those rainbows so divine, 
Shine forth upon our windowsills 

For NHS, much needed here 
Amongst towns, villages, and hills! 

 
Bring me my soap, to wash my hands 

Bring me my shopping I require 
Bring me my health, and my household 

Bring me the strength that I desire 
 

We will not cease to fight this blight 
Nor spread this virus by our hand 
Till we have stayed six feet apart 

To free our green and pleasant land! 
 

Shirley Hunt, Worlingham WI  
Suffolk East Federation  

 
 
Note: There is no newsletter in August  
____________________________________________ 
Closing date for entries for the September 
2020 Newsletter is Friday 14 August 2020  
Entries to Sharon Williams – 
sawilliams@cwgsy.net or Tel. 710007. 


