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I hope everyone is staying 
safe and keeping well in 
these unusual times.  
 
Whilst Liberation Day 2020 
was vastly different to that 
we expected, what did you 
do to celebrate during 
lockdown?   
 
Home baked afternoon tea, joining your “bubble” 
with another or a “zoom” virtual party or a sing 
along.  
 
If you would like to share a photograph or a short 
story for our next newsletter, please send to the 
Editor, Sharon Williams (see details below) by 
Friday 12 June. 

  
LOCAL NEWS 

 
WI BULBS  

The 2020 WI Bulb Catalogue is now available.  
Please contact your Secretary for a copy.  There are 
many new bulbs this year, including a fragrant 
garden collection. Please return your order with a 
cheque made payable to GIFWI.  All orders need to 
be returned to Maureen McDonald, Cede Nullis, 
Rocquettes Lane, St Peter Port, GY1 1XT (email  
mm_gsy@hotmail.com / tel. 726233) by the end of 
May.  

WI DIARY 
National have confirmed orders for diaries will be 
extended to the end of 2020 as production has been 
delayed.  This year the diary will be £4.50 each and 
will have a royal blue cover which is entirely 
recyclable.  Orders to be returned to Maureen 
McDonald (see details above) with cheques payable 
to GIFWI. 

 
POST COVID-19 CRAFT EXHIBITION/SALE 

Calling all crafters… During this period of lockdown 
have you taken the opportunity to complete some 
of your long-standing art projects.  If so, would  you 
be interested in taking part in a post-COVID 19 craft 
exhibition or sale?  Proceeds from any  sale would 
be donated to a local charity supporting healthcare 
workers. 
 
If you would be interested in donating some items 
for sale, or just to show people what you have been 
doing, please contact Sharon Williams 
(sawilliams@cwgsy.net) who is maintaining a list of 
those people interested.  Further details to follow.    

 
 

____________________________________________ 
Closing date for entries for the July 2020 
Newsletter is Friday 12 June 2020  
Entries to Sharon Williams – 
sawilliams@cwgsy.net or Tel. 710007. 

  

NEWS FROM NATIONAL  
 

LADY DENMAN CUP COMPETITION  
The deadline for submissions to Federation offices 
for entries has been extended to 18 September 
2020 due to Covid-19. 
 
“WHAT I HEARD ON THE BUS……”. Using no more 
than 500 words, WI members are invited to submit 
a piece of writing, either comical, serious, fact or 
fiction, based on a conversation they have 
overheard, or imagined they have heard, on the 
bus.  
 
Entrants must submit four copies of their entry, 
typed if possible, on A4 paper to the Federation 
Secretary.   More details can be obtained on myWI 
or from Jenny Cottell. jenny.cottell@icloud.com  
Tel: 256693 
 

THINGS TO DO 
As we can’t travel and enjoy 
the Chelsea Flower Show 
this year, why not go on-
line, and take part with the 
Virtual RHS show instead.  
From 18 to 23 May 2020 the 
world’s greatest flower show is going digital to bring 
you an exciting line up of world leading designers, 
plant experts and practical gardening advice.  Find 
out more at https://www.rhs.org.uk 



 
THE SHARED HEARTS 

PROJECT 
Dying Matters 

Awareness Week  
11 -17 May 2020 

 
The States  of Guernsey 
is encouraging Islanders to get their knitting 
needles out for a beautiful cause. 

The Shared Hearts Project is being launched as part 
of ‘Dying Matters Awareness Week’, reaching out to 
the community to knit a pair of hearts. These 
handmade hearts will provide an ever-lasting 
connection between those families where a loved 
one dies in care without family able to be present. 

These hearts become a bond through separation. 
Whilst particularly relevant as HSC and the 
community contend with COVID-19, this project will 
continue in the coming months.  

The idea behind the awareness week is to help 
people talk more openly about death and 
bereavement, with the theme this year being ‘Let’s 
talk about it’. We know that losing someone right 
now, with the current restrictions we have in place, 
is even harder than usual.  

If you are not able to attend a funeral, St Margaret’s 
Hospice has produced ‘Remembering in love’ which 
provides support and ideas for readings, poems, 
and prayers to use at home.  

For more information and support, go to: 
https://covid19.gov.gg/support/loss 
 

Knitting pattern can be found here: 

https://covid19.gov.gg/sites/default/files/2020-
05/Shared%20hearts%20knitting%20pattern%2
0-%20Dying%20Matters.pdf  

A LITTLE POEM FROM PAM AYERS 
I'm normally a social girl 
I love to meet my mates 

But lately with the virus here 
We can't go out the gates. 

 
You see, we are the 'oldies' now 

We need to stay inside 
If they haven't seen us for a while 

They'll think we've upped and died. 
 

They'll never know the things we did 
Before we got this old 

There wasn't any Facebook 
So not everything was told. 

 
We may seem sweet old ladies 
Who would never be uncouth 
But we grew up in the 60s - 
If you only knew the truth! 

 
There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll 

The pill and miniskirts 
We smoked, we drank, we partied 
And were quite outrageous flirts. 

 
Then we settled down, got married 
And turned into someone's mum, 

Somebody's wife, then nana, 
Who on earth did we become? 

 
We didn't mind the change of pace 

Because our lives were full 
But to bury us before we're dead 

Is like a red rag to a bull! 
 
 
 

So here you find me stuck inside 
For 4 weeks, maybe more 

I finally found myself again 
Then I had to close the door! 

 
It didnt really bother me 
I'd while away the hour 

I'd bake for all the family 
But I've got no flaming flour! 

 
Now Netflix is just wonderful 

I like a gutsy thriller 
I'm swooning over Idris 

Or some random sexy killer. 
 

At least I've got a stash of booze 
For when I'm being idle 

There's wine and whiskey, even gin 
If I'm feeling suicidal! 

 
So let's all drink to lockdown 

To recovery and health 
And hope this awful virus 

Doesn't decimate our wealth. 
 

We'll all get through the crisis 
And be back to join our mates 

Just hoping I'm not far too wide 
To fit through the flaming gates! 

 
NHS STAFF THANK YOU LETTER   

Inside the wrapping of the May/June issue of WI 
Life, you’ll find a letter template you can send to 
NHS workers to thank them for everything they are 
doing during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Information on how to use the letter can be found 
on page 11, and, if you’d like to print more copies, 
the template is also available to download on MyWI  


